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ultimate bypass can be built.  
The proposed roadway would separate US 

93 regional traffic from the local and regional 
US 60 traffic that would continue to use 
downtown streets. Regional traffic that now 
uses North Tegner Street would be diverted to 
the new interim roadway, thereby alleviating 
traffic congestion in downtown Wickenburg. 

Study Background  
Public involvement for the proposed interim 

improvement project began with a Public 
Scoping Meeting held on June 3, 1999. At that 
meeting, it was explained that an Interim 
Improvement Project would be investigated as 
a means of relieving traffic congestion in the 

Figure 2 – Interim Improvement Alternatives 
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near future until the ultimate bypass around 
Wickenburg could be funded and constructed.  

Accordingly, the ADOT Study Team 
developed several possible alternatives for 
improvements to the existing US 93 route 
through town, as well as realignments or 
relocations of the route around the immediate 
downtown area. Thirteen alternatives (Figure 2) 
were evaluated and presented to the public at 
an informational meeting held on August 22, 
2000. Three of these alternatives, numbers 7, 
10, and 13, were recommended for further 
development.  

Alternative 10 would eliminate parking on 
Wickenburg Way and Tegner Street to improve 
the existing US 93/US 60 intersection, provid-
ing a right-turn lane for northbound US 93 
traffic and two southbound left-turn lanes. 
Alternative 7 would replace the existing west-
bound bridge with a new structure to increase 
traffic capacity. US 93 traffic would turn north 
onto a new alignment paralleling the west side 
of the Hassayampa River and merge with North 
Tegner Street just south of the Super 8 Motel. 
Alternative 13 would replace both existing 
bridges over the Hassayampa River with two 
new bridges. Beyond the crossing, the roadway 
would turn north and follow the west side of 
the river, rejoining US 93 near the Arizona 

Public Service (APS) substation.  
Public comments from the meeting revealed 

substantial opposition to Alternative 10 because 
trucks would continue to use the US 93/US 60 
intersection, creating safety concerns. The 
alternative was therefore removed from further 
consideration. Alternative 7 was also opposed 
by many who felt it would not appreciably 
relieve congestion and would seriously affect 
residential areas. Alternative 13 was generally 
well received, although the need for two 
bridges and three signalized intersections at the 
southern terminus of the new roadway was 
questioned.  

This input and other comments from the 
public indicated that additional work was 
necessary to arrive at an alternative that could 
be recommended. Subsequently, three addi-
tional alternatives, numbers 14, 15, and 16, 
were developed in detail and investigated. 
These alternatives represented various combi-
nations of the bridge/traffic signal configura-
tions of Alternatives 7 and 13, with different 
locations for the northern tie-in with North 
Tegner Street. Each of the alternatives was 
evaluated based on 27 factors (below).  

At a public information meeting held on 
December 5, 2001, the analysis of Alternatives 
7, 13, 14, 15, and 16 was presented. Alternative 

Interim Improvement Evaluation Factors  
• Access Control, Access to Public Lands 

and Existing Local Streets 
• Number of Businesses and Residences 

Displaced 
• Air Quality • Cost 
• Neighborhoods • Constructability and Traffic Control 
• Consistency with Wickenburg Traffic 

Circulation System 
• Roadway Geometrics (Horizontal/ 

Vertical Alignment) 
• Consistency with Land Use • Safety/Traffic Operations 
• Riparian Habitat Displacement • Flood Protection 
• Historic/Archaeological Sites • Drainage 
• Noise • Superfund Liability 
• Parks/Schools/Hospital • Community Cohesion 
• Right-of-Way from Private Land • Impact to Future Development 
• Regional Transportation System • Threatened/Endangered Species 
• Rehabilitation Centers 
• Water Quality 

• Federal Emergency Management 
Agency Implications 

• Visual Impacts • Corps of Engineers Implications 
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16 was presented as the preferred alternative. 
Public comments indicated strong support for 
Alternative 16, although concerns about 
flooding, visual impacts, and noise were 
expressed. Following the meeting, Alternative 
16 was refined, the detailed evaluation 
completed, and the study results documented in 
the IDCR and DEA. These documents are 
available for public review at the Wickenburg 
Town Hall and Public Library. The DEA can 
also be viewed on the project web site (below). 

Tonight’s hearing will conclude the public 
involvement process for the Interim Improve-
ment Study. Comments received at this meeting 
will be reviewed, addressed, and incorporated 
into the final study documents.   

Recommended Alternative  
Alternative 16  (Figure 3) is being presented 

as the recommended alternative for the 
following reasons: 
• It would remove regional traffic from 
downtown Wickenburg, reducing traffic con-
gestion and having a beneficial effect upon 
local air quality, safety, and traffic operations. 
• It would avoid direct impacts on the resi-
dential communities south of the Super 8 Motel 
and north of Coffinger Park.  
• It would minimize direct impacts on the 
existing commercial development on North 
Tegner Street. As a result, it would accommo-
date further development on North Tegner 
Street without the potential problems associated 
with regional US 93 traffic. 
• It would replace the existing Hassayampa 
River bridges with a single structure that can 
better accommodate high river flows. 
• It would become an important element of 
the Wickenburg traffic circulation system.  

How Can You Participate?  
Your input this evening is very important to 

the outcome of the study. Before and after 
tonight’s presentation, Study Team representa-
tives will be available to discuss the study 
project and answer questions. Following the 

presentation, the meeting will be opened for 
questions from the audience.  

A court reporter is on duty to take oral 
comments tonight, or you may fill out the 
attached comment sheet. Please hand it to a 
Study Team representative or send it to Bert 
Bertleson at the address below by August 1, 
2002. All comments received as a result of 
tonight’s meeting will be addressed and 
incorporated into the final study documents and 
recommendations. 

 
What Happens Next?  

Following tonight's hearing and the close 
of the comment period, the Study Team will 
review the comments received and prepare 
final recommendations for the Interim Imp-
rovement Project. 

The recommendations will be documented 
in the Final Design Concept Report and Final 
Environmental Assessment. Following re-
view of these documents, the FHWA will 
publish a final decision.    

Need More Information? 
Contact:  

Bert Bertleson, Project Manager 
Jacobs Civil Inc. 
875 W. Elliot Road, Suite 201 
Tempe, Arizona 85284 
Phone: (480) 763-8800; fax: (480) 763-8601 
Email: bert.bertleson@jacobs.com  
 
Paul O’Brien, Project Monitor 
ADOT Studies Section 
1739 W. Jackson St., MD 050P 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 
Phone: (602) 712-8669; fax: (602) 712-8992 
Email: pobrien@dot.state.az.us  

Visit the Project Web Site!  
http://www.wickenburg.civilnet.sverdrup.com 

 



COMMENT SHEET 
US 93 – Wickenburg Interim Improvement  

Design Concept Study 
Public Hearing – July 11, 2002 

 
 
Please answer the following questions regarding the INTERIM IMPROVEMENT PROJECT: 
 
1. Do you support the recommended concept presented tonight? _______ 
 
2.  If not, what are your concerns? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. If you support the recommended alternative, do you have any suggestions that could improve the concept? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Please note any additional comments, issues, and/or concerns about the Interim Improvement Project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please provide your name and mailing address below: 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Upon completing this form, please hand it to a Study Team representative or send it by August 1, 2002, to 
Bert Bertleson, Jacobs Civil Inc., 875 W. Elliot Rd., Suite 201, Tempe, Arizona 85284 or fax it to (480) 763-
8601.  


